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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

JUSTICE THOMAS CROMWELL 

The Honourable Thomas Cromwell was appointed to the Supreme 
Court of Canada on December 22, 2008. He had previously been 
appointed to the Nova Scotia Court of Appeal on August 27, 1997.  

Justice Cromwell went to school in Kingston. He then attended Queen's 
University, where he obtained a B. Mus. in 1973 and an LL.B. in 1976. 
He also obtained an A.R.C.T. diploma from the Royal Conservatory of 
Music in 1974 and attended Oxford University, where he earned a B.C.L. 
in 1977.  Justice Cromwell practised law in Kingston and Toronto and 
taught in the Faculty of Law of Dalhousie University. He worked as 
Executive Legal Officer to Chief Justice Antonio Lamer for three years, 
1992-95. He has also held many other offices: Secretary, Board of 
Governors, National Judicial Institute, 1992-95; Vice-chair, Nova Scotia 
Labour Relations Board and Construction Industry Panel, 1991-92; 
labour arbitrator and adjudicator, 1984-97; President, Continuing Legal 

Education Society of Nova Scotia; President, Canadian Association of Law Teachers, 1988-89; 
President, Canadian Institute for the Administration of Justice, 1999-2001; Chair of the Board, 
Canadian Forum on Civil Justice, 2007-8; Research Director, C.B.A. Court Reform Task Force, 1989-
91; Chair, C.B.A. Interim Organizational Committee for the National Organization on Civil Justice 
Reform, 1996-97; and Commissioner, Law Reform Commission of Nova Scotia, 2002-7. He currently 
serves as Chair of the National Action Committee on Access to Justice in Civil and Family Matters. 

Justice Cromwell was an active member of the Canadian Judicial Council's working committee that 
prepared the publication entitled Ethical Principles for Judges as well as the Council's working 
committee on Jury Charges and Education Committee. He was also a faculty member of the 
programs for new federally and provincially appointed judges, the National Judicial Institute's 
Intensive Evidence Program, and many other national and provincial continuing education 
programs, including the Effective Written Advocacy Program of the Advocates' Society. He has 
authored or contributed to six books and numerous articles and served on the editorial boards for 
CRIMJI and the Canadian Journal of Administrative Law and Practice. He is Chair of the Editorial 
Board of the Canadian Bar Review. 

Justice Cromwell has received many awards: the C.B.A.'s Louis St. Laurent Award of Excellence, 
1992; Her Majesty's Jubilee Medals, 2002 and 2012; the Dalhousie Law Students Society and 
Dalhousie Law Alumni Association Award of Teaching Excellence, 1992; and the Dalhousie Law 
Students' Society Class of 1986 Class Ring. He is an Honorary Director of the Canadian Institute for 
the Administration of Justice, an Honorary member of the Golden Key International Honour Society, 
and an Honorary Fellow of Exeter College Oxford and of the American College of Trial Lawyers. He 
holds honorary doctorates in law from Dalhousie University, Halifax, Queen's University, Kingston 
and the Law Society of Upper Canada. 
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PANELISTS AND LUNCHEON SPEAKERS  

TERRESA AUGUSTINE 
Terresa brings 25 years’ experience in steering non-profit and profit 
organizations visions, people and projects towards preferred operational, 
strategic and financial position. Her transformational leadership work and 
people development skills are enhanced by a masters’ degree in leadership and 
undergraduate studies in business, technology and adult education. Terresa has 
served as the executive director of the People’s Law School: Public Legal 
Education Association in BC since 2010 and is the past-president of the Public 
Legal Education Association of Canada (PLEAC). With an extensive background 
in marketing, publishing and videoworks, Terresa has been a champion for the 

use of online publishing strategies and tools. Beyond public legal education focused activities, 
Terresa serves as a board member for the Union Gospel Mission, a non-profit association providing 
a continuum of holistic care and housing for women, men and families in need, a coach for 
Sanctuary Ministries who work with church communities to open up the discussion and support of 
mental health in our society, and as an advisor to Canadian Executive Services Organization 
providing specialized support in community and organization capacity building. 

EMILY BELL 
Emily Bell is the Project Coordinator with Public Legal Education and 
Information Service of New Brunswick.  As Project Coordinator, Emily is 
responsible for identifying the law information needs of people living in New 
Brunswick, and developing resources and educational services to meet those 
needs.  Emily earned her Bachelor of Laws degree in 2001 from the University 
of New Brunswick.  A native and proud New Brunswicker, Emily practiced 
Family Law in Saint John for several years prior to starting work with PLEIS-NB 
in 2006. 

DEPUTY JOHANNE BRAY 
Johanne Bray is the New Brunswick Deputy Justice Minister and Deputy Attorney 
General. She was born in Cornwall, Ontario. Ms. Bray obtained a Bachelor of Arts 
in 1982, a Bachelor of criminology in 1986 and a Bachelor of Laws in 1986 from 
the University of Ottawa.  She has been a member of the Law Society of Upper 
Canada since 1988 and has recently become a member of the Law Society of New 
Brunswick. 

Ms. Bray’s career has been mostly as General Counsel for various organizations, 
including Carleton University, the Professional Institute of the Public Service and 

the Canadian Red Cross.  Ms. Bray is the spouse of J. Wayne MacDonald and they have 4 children: 
Nicholas, Erine, Stefanie and Vanessa.  
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SHEILA CAMERON 
The founding partner of Actus Law Droit in Moncton, New Brunswick, Sheila 
has focussed her 21 year career in family law. She has appeared before the 
Court of Appeal numerous times and is regularly called upon by media to 
comment on matters relating to family law and the Family Court system in 
New Brunswick. 

Sheila’s goal in her family law practice is to resolve client issues in the most 
efficient manner possible – both emotionally and financially. She has 
certificates in mediation and collaborative law training and promotes non-

adversarial dispute resolution.  

Sheila has been recognized for generously giving her time to her legal profession and her 
community work.  She has won the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal (2012) and the Pro 
Bono Award of the Canadian Bar Association, New Brunswick, shared with the other members of 
the Access to Family Justice Task Force (2009). She is an advocate for Access to Family Law Justice.  
She has just completed a 2 year term on the Access to Justice Committee of the Canadian Bar 
Association during which time the committee produced its landmark “Reaching Equal Justice” 
report.  In 2008/2009, Sheila was a member of the New Brunswick Access to Family Justice Task 
Force which produced a report for the provincial Department of Justice recommending change in 
Family Court.  Sheila is active as a volunteer with the Public Legal Education and Information 
Service (PLEIS) of New Brunswick. She is also the Family Bar Representative on the Judicial Liaison 
Committee of the Moncton Area Lawyers Association and is the lead instructor for the Family Law 
Bar Course with the Law Society of New Brunswick. She regularly presents at the local and national 
level on family law issues. At the community level, Sheila is the chair of the Parent School Support 
Committee (PSSC) at Sunny Brae Middle School in Moncton. 

ALOKE CHATTERJEE 
Aloke Chatterjee, B.Sc., LL.B., LL.M., of the Bar of Ontario, joined the Faculty of 
Law of the University of New Brunswick in July 2003 and is currently Associate 
Professor of Law. After graduating from Dalhousie law School in 1997, Professor 
Chatterjee pursued post-graduate legal studies at Harvard, served as law clerk to 
Mr. Justice Ian Binnie at the Supreme Court of Canada, and practiced civil 
litigation with a national law firm in Toronto. 

At the law school, Professor Chatterjee’s teaching assignments have spanned both 
private and public law fields. He currently teaches Constitutional Law in the first 

year of the J.D. Program and Civil Procedure and Evidence in the upper-year program. From time to 
time, he has coached UNB’s Laskin Moot team (The Laskin is Canada’s premier moot court 
competition in the fields of Constitutional and Administrative Law) and has offered an advanced 
seminar in Procedural Justice. 

Professor Chatterjee’s scholarly interests lie principally in two fields: the Constitution and Human 
Rights (especially issues of disability law and policy) and Legal Process (especially procedure and 
evidence in civil cases). He has presented his work in connection with programs organized by the 
Canadian Bar Association, the Canadian Institute for the Administration of Justice, the National 
Judicial Institute, and the Canadian Law and Society Association, among others. His current 
scholarly projects focus on (i) the law of standing and (ii) procedural aspects of disability litigation. 
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Professor Chatterjee’s expertise in the field of law, public policy, and disability affairs has been 
sought after both provincially and nationally. From 2005-2014, he served on the New Brunswick 
Division Board of the Canadian National Institute of the Blind, Canada’s leading organization 
devoted to promoting vision health and independence for persons with vision loss. His additional 
work with the CNIB has included appointments on the Institute’s National Governance Committee 
and the National Board of Directors. In 2010, Professor Chatterjee completed a three-year term as a 
member of the New Brunswick Human Rights Commission. Since 2011, Professor Chatterjee has 
served on the Board of the Canadian Civil Liberties Association. 

DAVID DAUGHTON 
David Daughton first encountered Public Legal Education and Information when 
seeking a Lawyer Referral for a business issue back in the 1980s. He became a 
supporter of PLEI and later served on the Board of Directors of the Community 
Legal Information Association of PEI (CLIA). After many years of creating plain 
language materials for housing projects, youth organizations and co-operatives, 
David became CLIA’s Executive Director in 2011. David’s current volunteer 
activities include participation on two Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC) Adjudication Committees for national research projects. For 
several years, David also sat on the Management Systems Advisory Committee 

of the Canadian General Standards Board. He has acted as an external advisor for reports and 
journals and also proofreads and edits publications ranging from training manuals, and grant 
proposals to business plans and by-laws.  David was the Recipient of the Quebec-Labrador 
Foundation’s “Caring for the Earth Award” in 2000 and of the national “Worker Co-op Merit Award” 
in 2009. He and his wife (and sometimes four daughters) live by the water in Mermaid, Prince 
Edward Island. 

HEATHER DE BERDT ROMILLY 
Heather de Berdt Romilly was appointed Executive Director of The Legal 
Information Society of Nova Scotia on February 24, 2014.  Heather graduated 
from Dalhousie University with a Bachelor of Commerce Degree, Bachelor of 
Laws Degree and a Master of Laws degree with a specialization in alternative 
dispute resolution. Prior to joining LISNS, she was Vice-President of a local 
consulting firm where she provided human resource services, provincially 
and internationally.  She was recently retained by the Asian Development 
Bank as an international human resource development specialist and worked 
in Mongolia advising the Government on reform of higher education.  Prior to 

private consulting, Heather held senior managerial positions with the Province of Nova Scotia.  As 
former Director of Employment Equity at the Technical University of Nova Scotia she assisted the 
organization with receiving a Certificate of Merit from the Conference Board of Canada in 
recognition of the implementation of exemplary measures to support employment equity under the 
Federal Contractors’ Program. Heather has extensive not for profit experience in her positions as 
former Chair of the Board of the Avalon Sexual Assault Centre and first female President of the ADR 
Institute of Canada.   
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DEBORAH DOHERTY 
Dr. Deborah Doherty is executive director of Public Legal Education and 
Information Service of New Brunswick (PLEIS-NB) - a bilingual, non-profit 
organization dedicated to helping the public know the law.  Deborah is 
responsible for identifying diverse law information needs across New Brunswick 
and developing resources and educational services to meet those needs. Her 
agency produces plain language resources including self-help guides, videos, 
websites, and a toll-free family law information line. They have undertaken 
numerous special initiatives to educate people who cannot afford a lawyer on 
court procedures and navigating the family and civil justice system. Dr. Doherty 

has been promoting access to justice for over 25 years, as well as conducting family violence 
research and developing resources on this topic.  Dr. Doherty is the in-coming Chair of the Public 
Legal Education Association of Canada and serves as Chair of the New Brunswick Legal Aid Services 
Commission.  

JUSTICE BRAD GREEN 
The Honourable Justice Bradley Green graduated from the University of New 
Brunswick with a B.A. (Honours Political Science) in 1987 and his LL.B. in 1990.  
He was named Queen’s Counsel in 1999.  His seventeen years in various forms of 
public service included serving as New Brunswick’s Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General from 1999 to 2006.  Elected three times to the Legislative 
Assembly of New Brunswick, his other governmental responsibilities included 
serving as Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, Minister responsible for 
Consumer Affairs, Minister of Health, and Government House Leader.  He served 
terms as national Co-Chair of Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers 

responsible for Justice, and national Co-Chair of Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers of 
Health.  Prior to becoming a judge, Justice Green was actively involved in various community 
organizations, including the YMCA, Scouts Canada, the Fredericton Community Kitchen, and the 
New Brunswick Highland Games.  He was appointed to the New Brunswick Court of Queen’s Bench 
in 2008, and sat in the Court’s Family Division in the Judicial District of Saint John.  In September, 
2009, he was appointed to the Court of Appeal of New Brunswick.  He and his wife Jennifer have 
two young daughters. 

DANIELLE HARDING 
Danielle is an associate with the firm Lutz Longstaff Parish practicing in 
Hampton, New Brunswick. She specializes in Family, Wills, Estates and Criminal 
Law. A proud native of Doaktown, New Brunswick (a true Miramichier!), 
Danielle first graduated from St. Thomas University with a double major in 
Psychology and Criminology in 2010 before earning her law degree at the 
University of New Brunswick in 2013. Danielle graduated first in her year 
earning the Governor General’s Medal and will be called to the New Brunswick 
Bar in June, 2014 after completing her year of Articles with Lutz Longstaff 
Parish.  Danielle remains involved in community through work with youth. Such 

as Junior Achievement Program in Hampton and is currently assistant coach to the Junior Girls 
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Varsity Soccer Team.  A volunteer student at PLEIS-NB during her first year of law school, she then 
stayed on to work during the summer as a student and to continue her volunteer work into her 
second and third years of law school.  

BETHANY KNOX 
Bethany is currently enrolled in the Masters in Dispute Resolution program at the University of 
Victoria. Bethany has experience with experiential learning programs for youth and she led the 
creation process for "Alternative Dispute Resolution and Human Rights: A Report for the Prince 
Edward Island Human Rights Commission". 

JULIE MATHEWS 
Since 1999, Julie Mathews has served as the Executive Director of CLEO 
(Community Legal Education Ontario/ Éducation juridique communautaire 
Ontario), a not-for-profit community-based organization.  CLEO provides low-
income and disadvantaged people in Ontario with accurate, understandable, 
and accessible information about their critical legal rights, and conducts 
training and research to support other community groups and justice sector 
partners in their public legal education work.  Julie’s previous experience 
includes work as a lawyer in private practice, as a policy analyst for the Ontario 
government, and as a researcher for a large non-profit advocacy organization.  

AUBRIE MCGIBBON 
Aubrie McGibbon is the Business Integration Manager with Nova Scotia’s 
Emergency Management Office.  In this role, technological solutions are 
introduced to disrupt existing work flows and leverage additional value. Prior 
to Emergency Management, Aubrie applied this approach to work with Justice 
and Economic Development. A geek of all trades with a Master’s of Public 
Administration from Carleton University and an undergraduate degree from 
the University of Ottawa, Aubrie enjoys helping non-governmental 

organizational organizations leverage the same value from technology.  

DAVE NOLETTE 
Dave Nolette has been the Communications and Web Manager for the Justice 
Education Society of BC for more than five years. He brings a sunny disposition 
and over 20 years of marketing communications experience to the position. 
Dave manages a dynamic resource production team who maintain, update and 
promote the Society’s 25+ websites, 200+ videos and 100+ publications. Dave 
and his team are gaining national and international recognition as pioneers in 
applying digital technologies to improve access to justice. Recent advances have 
included an expert, guided pathway system that provides virtual legal help 
services, an online settlement platform for Small Claims disputes and the 

development of FamiliesChange.ca as a national web resource.  
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ROGER SMITH 
Roger is an English solicitor who is a researcher, journalist and consultant 
in the fields of legal aid and human rights. He has a background in the not 
for profit sector, having been director of the human rights group JUSTICE, 
the legal aid advocacy organisation Legal Action Group and West 
Hampstead Law Centre. He was also director of legal education and acting 
director of policy at the Law Society of England and Wales.   

Roger has written widely about legal services. In the mid 1990s, he was 
responsible for a project, Shaping the Future: new directions in legal 

services, designed to identify the most interesting trends around the world. This led to a book and a 
conference with a contribution from BC’s People’s Law School. He edits a bimonthly newsletter for 
the International Legal Aid Group. He has been involved latterly in a number of consultancies in 
eastern Europe - particularly Moldova, Ukraine and Georgia. Responding to major cuts in civil legal 
aid in England and Wales that took effect in April 2013, Roger wrote with Professor Alan Paterson 
Face to Face Legal Services and their Alternatives: Global Lessons from the Digital Revolution which 
was published in January 2014. He is following that with a study of digital delivery of legal services 
to low income people which he is currently researching and which is due for release in November 
2014. Roger is a member of a subcommittee of the Civil Justice Council which is looking at online 
dispute resolution for small claims. 

Roger is the co-author of a report called Face to Face Legal Services and their Alternatives: global 
lessons from the Digital Revolution which was published in January 2014. The full report is 
available at www.strath.ac.uk/media/faculties/hass/law/cpls/Face_to_Face.pdf. Roger is currently 
visiting British Columbia to liaise with justice stakeholders there and conduct research on the BC 
experience in the field of the digital delivery of legal assistance to those on low incomes with a view 
to promoting a global  discussion on relevant developments around the world. 

KRISTA STEEVES 
Ms. Krista Steeves is the Coordinator of the Family Friend Program and Child 
Protection Lead at the YMCA in Fredericton. Krista returned to New Brunswick 
with her son from Montreal in 2006. She had been in adult education for 15 
years prior to taking on her position at the YWCA. The Family Friend program 
seeks to empower and inform those struggling with single parent family issues; 
the most pressing issue for program participants is access to justice. Krista is the 
lead co-chair of the Fredericton Regional Resource Network which addresses 
violence against women and children through prevention programs, crisis 
intervention and aftercare services. She supervises Social Work students on 

social action placements and works alongside lawyers on Pro Bono projects to actively find 
solutions to social justice gaps in our community. When not at work or in several committee 
meetings, she can usually be found on the cricket field. 
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SEAN YOUNG 
Sean is a lawyer with the Law Phone-In and Lawyer Referral Program 
with Community Legal Education Association. He attended the Robson 
Hall Faculty of Law at the University of Manitoba graduating in 2009. 
Sean articled with Legal Aid Manitoba at the Criminal Law Office. He 
started with CLEA in November 2011. Before starting a career in law 
Sean worked in broadcasting as a reporter with CBC Thunder Bay and 
finally as News Director with Native Communications Incorporated. 
Sean loves to travel and is looking forward to this his first visit to 
Fredericton New Brunswick.  

 

 

 

MODERATORS 

PIERRE CASTONGUAY 
Pierre Castonquay is the Chief Operating Officer of the New Brunswick Legal Aid 
Commission. Prior to his appointment to the NBLAC in November 2013, he was 
the Executive Director for Public Prosecution Services Branch, a position he held 
since 2009.  As a Crown prosecutor for over seventeen (17) years, Mr. 
Castonguay has argued at all level of courts in Canada on issues dealing with the 
Criminal Code, the Charter of Right and the Constitution.   Mr. Castonguay 
graduated from the Faculty of Law of the Université de Moncton in 1994 and was 
admitted to the New Brunswick Law Society in 1995.  

SARAH DOUGHERTY 
After earning a Bachelor’s degree in English literature, Sarah 
Dougherty studied law at McGill University. She practiced commercial 
litigation and constitutional law at a Montreal firm before leaving to co-
write a study on the Canadian Charter of Rights for the federal 
government. She later returned to school to earn a Master's degree in 
journalism at Columbia University in New York, and then worked as a 
freelance writer, translator and teacher. She joined Éducaloi in March 
2009. As a plain language specialist, Sarah Dougherty creates legal 

information resources for the general public. She also acts as a consultant in the area of plain 
language legal information. 
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KEVIN O’SHEA  
Kevin O’Shea joined the PLIAN team as Executive Director in January 
2014. Kevin completed a J.D. at the University of Ottawa in 2009 and was 
called to the Newfoundland and Labrador Bar in 2011. He previously 
worked as a Crown Attorney in St. John’s, and recently completed a LL.M. 
in International Crime and Justice at the University of Turin in Italy.  Kevin 
has previous experience working in education and human rights advocacy 
in the United States, Cambodia, and Tanzania. He is looking forward to 
combining his legal and education experience in the Executive Director 
role and to working with his colleagues at PLIAN and the Board of 

Directors to provide excellent public legal education programs and information throughout 
Newfoundland and Labrador.  

KIMBERLY A. POFFENROTH 
Kim Poffenroth received a Bachelor of Arts in History from the University of New 
Brunswick in 1992 and a Bachelor of Laws from the same university in 1995.  
After clerking with the New Brunswick Court of Appeal, she was admitted to the 
New Brunswick Bar in 1996 and began practice with the Moncton law firm of 
Murphy Collette Murphy.  In December 1998, Kim joined the Legislative Services 
Branch of the New Brunswick Office of the Attorney General as Legislative 
Counsel.  Kim assumed various managerial roles with the Legislative Services 
Branch, until she was appointed Acting Chief Legislative Counsel and Acting 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General in October 2010, an appointment which was 

made permanent in July 2012. 

In addition to being a regular guest speaker at the UNB Faculty of Law, Ms. Poffenroth is an active 
member of various professional organizations.  She is a Past-President of the New Brunswick 
Branch of the Canadian Bar Association and a current member of its Council and of the CBA 
National Standing Committee on Resolutions, By-laws and Constitution.  She has also served as a 
member of Council for the Law Society of New Brunswick and as President of both the York 
Sunbury Law Society and the New Brunswick Crown Counsel Association.  She currently serves as a 
Trustee of the New Brunswick Law Foundation’s UNB Faculty of Law Endowment Fund and is a 
member of the PLEIS-NB Board of Directors. 

ADÈLE SAVOIE-MACDONALD 
Adèle joined Actus Law Droit after being called to the bar in 2008. A native of 
Néguac, she practises in both official languages and focuses on family law, 
including assisted human reproduction law, collaborative law, negotiations and 
some family litigation. A smaller area of her practice includes real estate, wills 
and estates. 

She holds a Bachelor of Business Administration degree (2004) and Bachelor of 
Law degree (2007) from the Université de Moncton, earning the highest marks 
in her class during all three years of law school as well as a variety of prizes 
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and scholarships.  Adèle is also one of the few lawyers in Atlantic Canada who focuses on the area of 
assisted human reproduction law, dealing with adoptions, spousal adoptions, surrogacy 
agreements, declarations of parentage, and contracts regarding donations of eggs and sperm. 
Recently, she was named by Oh Baby! Magazine as one of four lawyers in Canada to contact for 
these types of agreements. 

She is active in the field of public legal education, providing classes for self-represented individuals 
regarding child support and divorces. She is a guest speaker for the New Brunswick Infertility 
Support Program and also serves as secretary on the board of directors of the Moncton Area 
Lawyers Association (MALA). As well, she will present on spousal support at the 2013 Canadian Bar 
Association (New Brunswick Branch) midwinter sessions.  She volunteers with Alternative 
Residences Alternatives (ARA), an organization that assists mentally ill adults gain independence, 
as well as in fundraising activities for the IWK, Terry Fox Run, Women in Business and Tree of 
Hope.  Adèle is married and lives in Riverview with her husband two Cavalier King Charles Spaniels.  

CLEA WARD 
Clea is the Director of Career Development and External Relations at the 
University of New Brunswick, Faculty of Law.  She joined the Faculty in January, 
2005 after several years in private practice with a regional law firm in 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.  In her capacity as Director of Career 
Services, Clea provides career counseling to 240+ law students as well as other 
career related services.  Clea is also responsible for the Faculty’s alumni outreach 
and other alumni activities.   

Clea has been a member of the Board of Directors of PLEIS-NB since 2009 and 
moved into the president’s role in 2013. She also served on the board of directors 

for Prince Edward Island’s Community Legal Information Association for three years.  


