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Purpose of this presentation 

To educate parents and service 
providers about the risks of  sexual 
exploitation of children and youth 
online and to offer resources and 

supports.  
 

 

 



Many people are unaware of the dangers. 
They may think that: 

Their child’s activities on 
social media sites and 
amongst themselves 

are harmless 
 

Their child is too 
young to be affected 

 

OR 



 

 

Are youth really at risk of sexual exploitation 
on the Internet?  

 
YES  

 
Parents still tend to think that stranger danger happens on the 

street.  
 

These days, youth can be at risk by 
predatory adults on their wifi devices – anytime and anyplace – 

including their bedrooms 



How are they at risk? 

 

 

1. Exposure to sexual explicit content  

2. Communicating personal/private information 

3. Connecting with strangers 



How widespread is this kind of 
exploitation (see handout)? 

 43% of school aged children and youth talk to people they have only met 
online 

 and 29% of them post their contact information online for others to see. (1) 

 17% of teens say they have talked with someone they do not know online in 
a way that made them feel afraid and uncomfortable. 

 Girls are more than twice as likely as boys to report this. (2) 

 More than 26% of youth in a relationship say they have experienced a form 
of cyber dating abuse. (3) 

 
(1) Steeves, V. (2014). Young Canadians in a Wired World, Phase III: Life Online. Ottawa: MediaSmarts. 
(2) Steeves, V. (2015).Young Canadians in a Wired World: Trends and Recommendations. Ottawa: MediaSmarts. 
(3) Zweig, J.M., Dank, M., Lachman, P., and Yahner, J. (2013). Technology, Teen Dating Violence and Abuse and Bullying. Washington: Urban Institute Justice Policy Center. 



My kid wouldn’t talk to a stranger online! 

 Predators are skilled at luring and grooming youth to 
share images 

 

 Predators may pretend to be a youth themselves. 

 

 Predators may even try to meet up with children 
hoping to take pictures or initiate sexual contact.  

 

 Youth can unwittingly put themselves at risk by sharing 
personal information 

 



Sharing suggestive photos with friends 
 
 Youth sometimes take suggestive photos to share with a boy/girlfriend. This is 

referred to as sexting 
 Because teens may not recognize the harm in doing this, it can be a form of self-
exploitation. 

 
 Even when this is done willingly: 

 Creating, sending and receiving such photos of someone under 18 years of age is 
against the law 

 Teens could end up in serious trouble. 

 
 And, sometimes (for example, when the relationship ends), the pictures might end up 

circulating widely on the Internet where family, friends, and even future employers 
can see them (This can be a form of cyberbullying). 

 



How do adults lure and groom  
youth online? 

 

 

 

Asking 
For Help  

Making 
Threats  

Knowing 
Their 

Names  

An 
Emergency  

Promise 
of Fame 

Authority  



luring and grooming  
continued 

Offering 
a Gift  

Promise 
of Job  

Love  Flattering  

Asking 
to Play a 

Game  



Know the Law 
 

 In 2012, the Criminal Code was 
amended to provide stiffen 
penalties for existing offences 
that deal with child sexual 
exploitation and abuse.  

 

 Consent to Sexual Activity: 

Generally, the age of consent in 
Canada is 16 years. This is the 
age that criminal law recognizes 
the legal capacity of a young 
person to consent to sexual 
activity.  BUT in some 
situations, sexual activity with a 
person under 18 years of age is 
illegal.  

 



Child Pornography 
 

 Section 163.1 of the Criminal Code 
states that no one may make, 
distribute, transmit, make 
available, access, sell, advertise, 
export/import or possess child 
pornography.  

 

 Child pornography is broadly 
defined and includes: materials 
that show someone engaged in 
explicit sexual activity who is, or 
seems to be, under the age of 18 
years; or materials that show a 
young person’s breasts, genitals or 
anal region for a sexual purpose.  

 



Luring and Grooming are against the law! 
 

 It is important to know that: 

  The new offences of grooming and luring make it a crime to send or receive 
sexually explicit material, whether it is adult or child pornography, to a child 
under the age of 18.  It is also a crime to use the Internet to make 
arrangements with another person in order to commit a sexual offence 
against a child.  

 

 NOTE: When a young person has been sexually exploited, it is never the 
young person’s fault, even if the sexual activity was not forced.  

 

 



Encourage youth to ask questions 
before sharing a photo online:  

Could the video/photo embarrass or humiliate me if it becames public? 
 

Could it affect some future opportunity – job, travel, school? 
 

Could an Internet predator download the picture and share it with others 
for sexual purposes? 

 
Is the video/photo against the law (i.e. naked youth)?  

 
 
 



How can we help protect youth? 

Be involved Require permission 

Supervise Discuss the difference between a friend 
and a stranger 

Talk to other parents No secrets 

Use Parental Controls Don’t overreact 

Explain the Dangers Explain the value of privacy 



 
 
 
 
Consider a 
Contract for  
Parents and 
Youth 
 
see handout 
 



What should we 
be teaching our 

younger 
children? 



Reporting and Getting Help 

 REPORT the abuse to Cybertip.ca  

 NOTIFY your Internet Service Provider  

 TELL the local Police 

 CALL the Victim Services Office 

 



 
 
 

Share these resources with others: youth, schools,  
    and youth serving agencies 



For more information and 
resources, please visit: 

  

 Public Legal Education and Information  

 Service of New Brunswick websites: 

    www.youthjusticenb.ca and  

  www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca  

 

Be sure to check out  

www.GNB.ca/Cybersafety   
 

http://www.youthjusticenb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.gnb.ca/Cybersafety


Thank you for attending! 
 

Please consider  sharing what you learned 
today with other parents and people who 

work with children and youth 

 


