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Mission Statement

 “Helping the Public Know the Law!”

PLEIS-NB is a non-profit organization and a registered charity.  Our mandate is to develop bilingual educational products 
and services about the law for the general public in order to promote access to the legal system.  Our goal is to assist 
the public in identifying and understanding their legal rights and responsibilities, and attaining self-help skills where 
appropriate, to improve their ability to deal with legal issues.

To meet the diverse information needs of New Brunswickers, PLEIS-NB has adopted the following objectives:

 (i) To respond to individual and community requests for information about the law, the legal system, sources of  
  legal assistance and law reform;

          (ii) To increase the availability of easily understood general information about the law, as well as law-related  
 information on specific topics;

          (iii) To promote a greater understanding of how the law affects everyday activities and to facilitate 
 self-help skills; and,

          (iv) To act as a clearinghouse for information about the law by promoting awareness of and access to legal   
 resources in the community, while encouraging the coordination of public legal education initiatives.

Public Legal Education and Information Service of New Brunswick
P.O. Box 6000
Fredericton, New Brunswick  E3B 5H1

Tel  (506) 453-5369
Fax  (506) 462-5193
E-mail  pleisnb@web.ca
Web site www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca
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Executive Director’s Report
I am pleased to report that we had another busy and successful 

year educating the public about the law.  In addition to our core 

activities, we undertook several special projects.  Of particular 

note is our partnership with Gignoo Transition House and the 

Healing Journey initiative which promotes family violence 

prevention in Aboriginal communities.  We produced several 

new publications on safety planning for Aboriginal women 

and children as well as new violence prevention resources for 

youth. These new resources helped to expand the reach of this 

extremely popular kit.

Perhaps our most challenging project this year was “Phase III” of a Justice Canada funded family law project. Not only 

did we promote and evaluate our family law NB website and resources for self-represented family law litigants, we also 

created and piloted curriculum for SRLs that contains multiple modules exploring the rules and procedures for handling 

common family law proceedings such as uncontested divorces and child support variations.

We actively promoted and continued the distribution of resources developed in the previous fiscal year, such as a new 

booklet called Youth, Drugs and the Law and another for youth in care called What’s My Role. Our CRA funded 

project, Welcome Aboard, was a huge success and we continued to distribute these materials to charitable and non-

profit organizations across Canada. Finally, we completed the distribution of the DVD entitled ‘You are not alone” along 

with the accompanying resources for teen victims of crime and their parents. 

Once again, we are very appreciative and thankful to our “core funders” who make all of this possible by providing a strong 

foundation that supports our ability to successfully undertake so many projects.  Our core funders are the New Brunswick 

Law Foundation, the New Brunswick Office of the Attorney General, and Justice Canada. Many thanks as well to the 

dedicated staff, volunteers, speakers, pro bono law students, and Board members who contributed to our success.

 

Deborah Doherty, Ph.D.

Executive Director

Public Legal Education
and Information Service 
of New Brunswick



Thanks to the many volunteers from 
the private bar, the legal community, 
law schools, and community agencies 
who contributed in a myriad of ways 
to our efforts to educate and inform the 
public about the law.

People
This year marked some transitions for our staff. Legal research coordinator, Emily Bell, went on maternity leave for a year 
in May 2010 and we bid farewell in June to our project manager Stacey Brown who took a job with government.  We 
were extremely pleased in September 2010 to welcome Chantal Lajoie into the newly created position of family law 
information officer. And, to help us out, we were joined in the fall by legal researcher, Anne MacLean, who was with us 
until the end of March.

Board of Directors - 2010-2011

Staff - 2010-2011
Deborah Doherty, Executive Director 
Chantal Lajoie, Family Law Information Officer
Anne MacLean, Legal Researcher
Emily Bell, Legal Research Coordinator (maternity leave) 
JD Blizzard, Law Line Operator/Admin Assistant
Eli Taylor, Bookkeeper

Pro-Bono Students  
Danielle Harding, UNB Law School 
Christina Spurrell, UNB Law School

Summer Law Student  
Mitchell Fraser, UNB

Judith Keating (President)  
Chief Legislative Counsel, 
Legislative Services
Office of the Attorney General  

Janet Cameron (Vice-President)
Lawyer, retired 

Suzanne Bonnell Burley
Assistant Deputy Minister, Justice Services,
Department of Justice and Consumer Affairs
  
Robert LeBlanc
Faculté de droit, Université de Moncton
Moncton

Chief Barry McKnight 
Fredericton City Police Force

Clea Ward
Faculty of Law, 
University of New Brunswick
Fredericton

Jason Dempsey   
Ellsworth Johnson Phillips
Moncton

Annual Report 2010-2011          3

J.D

Anne

Danielle

Eli

Mitchell

Chantal

Annual PLEIS-NB BBQ:  Legal Research Coordinator, Emily Bell, introduces Callum to
the PLEI community - August 2010!



Programs and Services
Toll- Free Family Law Line – 1-888-236-2444
With the support of Court Services Division, Department of Justice and Consumer Affairs, PLEIS-NB was pleased to enhance 
our toll free family law line.  In addition to administering the ‘For the Sake of the Children’ program for parents living 
separately, we were able to hire a new family law line officer to help explain family law forms and court procedures to 
individuals attempting to navigate the family justice system.  This service complements our Family Law NB website. The 
following are some statistics on the usage of this line for both services:

For the Sake of the Children:  Of the 1,598 callers, 73% (1168) were registering for the For the Sake of the Children 
information sessions.  Another 2% requested For the Sake of the Children pamphlets, posters and related family law 
publications.  Organizations, law firms, court offices and schools seeking more information on the For the Sake of the 
Children program, as well as individuals who wished to confirm the date/time of the sessions for which they had registered 
accounted for 15%.  Finally, the remaining 10% were administrative type calls including individuals wanting to cancel their 
enrolment, or instructors cancelling and rescheduling sessions or replenishing course materials.  Referrals to the For the Sake 
of the Children program were typically from word of mouth (48%) and private lawyers (16%), as well as counselors/social 
workers, the Courts, and the Family Law NB website.

Family Law Line – Procedural Assistance:  From August 1, 2010, when the enhanced service was activated, there 
have been 886 unique callers requesting assistance with their family law matters.  The number of calls steadily increased 
each month. Over 75% of these callers requested assistance with procedural matters.  Of that number, 80% needed help 
with a variation of a child support order (in NB or outside of province).  Assistance with divorce proceedings is the next most 
frequent request.  Other requests concerned the availability of free legal services, information about contempt proceedings, 
marital property, rights of a common law spouse, grand-parents’ rights, child protection, family violence/abuse, separation/
divorce, adoptions, paternity tests, and other general family law information.  Most referrals to the line came from court 
staff, FSOS, Legal Aid offices and mediation services. With respect to the callers, there were equal numbers of male and 
female, and French and English callers. The majority of people want help with their personal family law issues. However, 
some callers request information on behalf of a new partner, an adult son/daughter or friend. Occasionally, staff from a 
community agency (e.g. transition house, social worker, mental health) seek information for a client. 

WEB SITE - www-legal-info-legale.nb.ca 
PLEIS-NB has a number of websites.  Our main site features access to the resources that are contained on the specialized 
sites as well.  This past year, the PLEIS-NB site had 44,199 unique visitors, with a total of 201,861 page views and millions 
of “hits”.  Visitors from Canada accounted for 87% of the visits.  Overall the most viewed/downloaded document in English 
was the guide “Doing Your Own Divorce” (3,296 downloads).  Other popular viewed and/or downloaded resources included 
“Custody and Access”, “Rule 80”, “Child Support”, “When Couples Separate”, “Who’s Minding the Kids – Sitter’s Guide”, 
“Powers of Attorney” and “Peace Bonds and Restraining Orders”.

Our new Family Law NB website (www.familylawnb.ca) was also extremely popular.  It generates separate English 
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and French statistics. Combined, there were 20,762 visits to the two websites and 100,754 page views.  Most users were 
searching for family law forms, self-help guides and information on child support and divorce.

Speaker’s Bureau and Video Lending Library
Working in partnership with the Canadian Bar Association – NB Branch, we assisted more than a dozen community groups 
to find legal speakers on a range of topics – one of the most popular being “powers of attorney” followed by wills and estate 
planning, and family law.  PLEIS staff also made over 15 presentations, often on the topic of family violence or family law.  
Staff attended various “fairs” and exhibitions that enabled us to profile our resources.  

PLEIS also offers a video lending library of close to 60 videos on a variety of legal topics. Many of the videos are available in 
both official languages, although some may be available only in the language of production. This year we converted several 
older, but popular video into DVD format and posted them on our website.

Publications and Dissemination Activities
Our publications are in high demand and most are available free of charge for quantities under 50. Over the past year, PLEIS-
NB distributed 178,865 publications. This represented a 25% increase over the previous year.  The top user/purchaser of our 
resources was government departments, accounting for 20% of our publication distribution. Other top users were courts 
(13%), law firms (12%), and non-profit groups (7%).  First Nation organizations, police, victim services and transition 
houses, each requested about 4% of our publications. The remainder of the distribution was sent to various service providers 
across the province.  The most requested resources included our new family law materials and our Welcome Aboard 
resources, followed by wills and estate planning, powers of attorney, abuse and neglect of seniors and family violence 
pamphlets.  Self-help guides also were in high demand; we distributed 724 child support variation kits and sold 670 divorce 
guides and 488 custody and access guides.  

Publications that we created and/or significantly revised in 2011-2012 included: 

Powers of Attorney
We were pleased to announce the publication of a revised “Powers of Attorney” 
booklet.  The new booklet integrates the information from two existing booklets, 
namely, Powers of Attorney and Powers of Attorney for Personal Care.  The latter 
booklet will no longer remain in print. Printed in a large font, readers will enjoy the 
plain language presentation and colourful new design of the booklet.  The booklet 
describes the different kinds of powers of attorney, explains how to set them up and 
explores some advantages of creating powers of attorney to deal with property and 
financial matters and/or personal care.  We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of 
the Office of the Public Trustee and members of the Law Society of New Brunswick, 
in the development of this updated booklet.  Distribution to libraries, nursing homes, 
seniors groups, SNB offices, and community groups is our next task.

Powers of Attorney
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Patients’ Rights
PLEIS-NB is committed to enhancing our “health law” publications.  The aim of this 
new booklet is to answer some of the questions that people commonly ask about their 
legal rights and responsibilities as a patient in a variety of health care situation such as 
the hospital, the doctor’s office, the resident of a nursing home and so on.  The booklet 
will be printed and distributed to appropriate organizations in the next fiscal year, 
along with related new booklets dealing with psychiatric patients’ rights and mental 
incompetency.

Portage: My rights at Portage Atlantic
PLEIS-NB was pleased to collaborate with staff at Portage Atlantic and the provincial 
Department of Public safety to create a pamphlet to clarify the law and rights of youth 
in New Brunswick for residents of the Cassidy Lake facility in New Brunswick.  While 
the Portage Resident’s Manual provides a great deal of information on the program, 
some of the information, referred only to Quebec law or information for adults residents 
in other Portage programs across the country.  Portage Atlantic staff share this new 
pamphlet with all new residents.

Rule 80 – Civil Suits up to $30,000: A New 
Small Claims Process for Plaintiffs, Defendants 
and Third Parties
On July 15, 2010, “Rule 80” came into force. It replaced the previous “small claims” 
process with a new process for making claims in the Court of Queen’s Bench, Trial 
Division. Working in collaboration with Court Services Division, PLEIS-NB created a 
publication that explains the new process under Rule 80 for 
starting a claim for debt, damage, or personal property, or 
a combination of these, for an amount up to and including 
$30,000. The process starts when someone files the 
appropriate forms at the Clerk’s Office at the Court of Queen’s 
Bench, Trial Division. The booklet provides information for 
plaintiffs, defendants and third parties.

Special Projects and Contracts
Family Law Hub Phase III
With funding from Justice Canada, we completed 
Phase III of a family law project intended to identify 
and respond to the needs of self-representing family 
law litigants. This phase III included promotional 
activies to create awareness of the newly launched 
website and family law resources. This was 
accomplished by a mail out to the Family Law Bar, 
articles in the CBA newsletter, and participation at 
the CBA-NB Branch Mid-Winter Meetings.  We also 
issued  press releases, conducted media interviews, 
placed ads the three English dailies and two 
franchophone papers, and advertised Family Law 
NB on the CanadaEast website for a week – which 
potentionally reached 44,000 persons each day.  

The family law resources were profiled at community 
events whenever possible and were the focus of “Law 
Day” announcements in 2010.  Understanding which 
services are provided by government, Legal Aid, the 
community, the Law Schools and PLEIS-NB, can be 
confusing. To describe the various services and create 
widespread awareness of how to access them, we 
created a “Family Law Services” information card.

We employed multiple methods to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the project and will respond to the 
recommendations to enhance our services.  Finally, 
we created a “family law curriculum” with several 
modules for educating self represented family law 
litigants. Some of the “core” modules provide general 
information on the rules and procedures in family 
court, while others provide an overview of how to 
complete specific forms for common issues such as 
an uncontested divorce or a child support variation.
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Patients’ Rights

Portage Atlantic

Portage Atlantic is a non-profit organization dedicated to 

helping youth who want help with substance abuse.  The 

lack of effective treatment programs to address addiction 

among New Brunswick youth led to the establishment of a 

local Portage residential program.  Portage was chosen 

because it was already operating successful residential 

programs for adolescents in Ontario and Quebec.   

The concerned citizens who founded Portage Atlantic 

worked to find partners and the project became a reality as a 

result of their advocacy and fundraising campaigns.   A 

partnership with the New Brunswick Departments of Health 

and Public Safety, allowed Portage to open a service centre 

in Fredericton in 1996.  The next year a rehabilitation centre 

for adolescents and young adults began at Cassidy Lake.  

The Cassidy Lake treatment centre has 64 beds and over the 

past 13 years, more than 1,400 youths from New Brunswick 

and other Atlantic provinces have been treated at Portage 

Atlantic.  

This publication was created to provide residents of Portage 

Atlantic with information specific to New Brunswick and the 

Cassidy Lake facility.  While the Portage Resident’s Manual 

provides a great deal of information on the program some of 

the information, particularly in the Your Rights section, refers 

only to Quebec law or information for adult residents in 

other Portage programs across the country.  Portage Atlantic 

staff worked with Public Legal Education and Information 

Service of New Brunswick and the provincial Department of 

Public Safety to create this pamphlet to clarify the law and 

rights of youth in New Brunswick.  

Youth Rights

The Resident’s Manual outlines the rights of residents.  

Residents of Portage Atlantic, have basically the same rights 

set out in this manual, but these rights are protected under 

New Brunswick laws.  While the Canadian Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms applies equally in New Brunswick 

and Quebec, below are a few notes on the differences for 

youth residents in New Brunswick.  

• The New Brunswick Human Rights Act is similar but 

not exactly the same as the Quebec Charter of Human 

Rights and Freedoms.  

• New Brunswick does not have one law which would be 

the equivalent to the Quebec Charter of Human Rights 

and Freedoms.  Youth in New Brunswick have many of 

the same rights; however, they are contained in a number 

of different laws. 

• New Brunswick services are offered in both official 

languages.

• The Portage Atlantic program does not have a local 

service quality and complaints commission.  When the 

manual refers to a commissioner, the complaints or 

concerns should be brought to Director instead.     

• Portage Atlantic does have a Portage Resident’s 

Committee to assist you in carrying out your complaint 

about Portage.  

• Portage Atlantic does not have a complaint’s assistance 

and support centre. 

• When you enter the Portage program you will be given 

information on the people who can help you address your 

complaints. 

• In New Brunswick, the Child and Youth Advocate is an 

agency that helps protect the rights and interests of all 

children and youth.  The Child and Youth Advocate may 

be able to help address concerns about the government’s 

role in oversight, education programs or laws that impact 

the residents of Portage Atlantic.  

If you have concerns about your legal rights, you can 

contact the office of the New Brunswick Child and Youth 

Advocate by telephone at 1-888-465-1100 by email 

nbombud@gnb.ca or online at 

www.gnb.ca/ombudsman/Child-YouthAdvocate.

Keeping Youth Safe

There are many safeguards and policies at work to keep 

youth at Portage safe from physical, emotional or sexual 

abuse.  You may choose to discuss abuse issues as part of 

the treatment program.  It is important for all residents to 

know that New Brunswick law says that everyone has a duty 

to report suspicions or knowledge of child abuse.  

This duty applies to anyone who suspects or has information 

about the abuse of a person under the age of 16 (or under 

19 if the person has a disability).  They must report what 

they know to Child Protection Services at the Department of 

Social Development.  They do not have to have proof of the 

abuse.  

If a youth in treatment at Portage tells someone that they 

have been abused the staff must contact Child Protection to 

ensure the person does not return to an abusive situation 

when they leave the program.  This also applies to 

information a resident may tell about a sibling or friend who 

has been abused.  It may be important to deal with these 

issues in treatment; however, residents should be aware that 

when other youth or staff members have knowledge or 

suspicions of abuse they must report the information.  

If you suspect a child in New Brunswick is being abused, 

please phone Child Protection Services 1-888-992-2873 

(A B U S E).

Portage
Atlantic Rules

The rules in place at Portage Atlantic have been established 

to help youth with the treatment process and to ensure the 

safety of all staff and residents.  Youth who attend the 

Portage program must choose to be there and are expected 

to follow the rules.   

There are three cardinal rules:

• No sexual contact

• No drugs on the property 

• No physical violence or intimidation 

The youth workers and administrative staff have the 

flexibility and authority to deal with discipline issues as they 

arise.  Youth who are overly disruptive or who pose a danger 

to the residents or staff can be removed from the treatment 

program.  Being removed from the Portage program can 

have legal consequences for some youth who have been in 

conflict with the law. 

The youth workers and staff are dedicated to supporting the 

youth at Portage Atlantic.  The treatment program can be 

challenging and youth are encouraged to talk to staff 

members, or peer mentors and leaders, within the 

community if they have concerns or conflicts.  If you have 

serious concerns or complaints you should bring them 

immediately to the attention of the Director.  

This pamphlet was created collaboratively by:

• Portage (www.portage.ca/en)

• Public Safety (www.gnb.ca/publicsafety)

• PLEIS-NB (www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca)

Justice Canada provided financial assistance for this 

pamphlet.

My Rights at
Portage Atlantic

Public Legal Education

and Information Service 

of New Brunswick
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 80RULE
Civil Suits up to $30,000

RULE 80
A New Small Claims Process for Plaintiffs, Defendants and Third Parties 

A new informative web site is among the initiatives that helped 
mark Law Day in the province. From left:  Minister of Justice and 
Consumer Affairs and Attorney General Kelly Lamrock, Deborah 
Doherty, executive director, PLEIS-NB, and Brian Steeves, library 
director, Fredericton Public Library.



The Healing Journey: Phase III 
Gignoo House Inc. and PLEIS-NB collaborated to 
create additional resources to accompany The Healing 
Journey Toolkit.  The new resources were launched at 
provincial Symposium on Violence Against Aboriginal 
Women in October 2010 in Fredericton.  The new 
products, all of which are available in hard copy and 
on the Healing Journey website, were well-received.  
First Nation communities, universities, provincial 
governments, RCMP and community agencies 
from across Canada have ordered quantities and/or 
requested permission to adapt for use in handbooks, 
classes, health centres and so on.  
 
The new resources included the following:

•	 Understanding	and	Preventing	Abuse:	A	Workbook	for	Aboriginal	Youth
•	 Teen	Dating:	Are	You	in	a	Healthy	Relationship?
•	 Someone	is	Hurting	my	Mom:	My	Safety	Plan
•	 Safety	Planning	for	Aboriginal	Women
•	 The	Healing	Journey:	A	Toolkit	and	Website
•	 Healing	Journey	Origami	Game
•	 Healing	Journey	Bingo	Card
•	 Bingo	Game	Facilitator’s	Guide	

Legal Aid in New Brunswick: 
Providing legal help for people with low incomes
Working in collaboration with the New Brunswick 
Legal Aid Services Commission, PLEIS-NB produced 
a new booklet to explain criminal and family legal 
services in the province.

Entitled Legal Aid in New Brunswick: Providing 
legal help for people with low incomes, the booklet 
was launched in February, 2011 at the mid-winter 
meetings of the Canadian Bar Association- NB Branch 
and was distributed to Legal Aid offices, police, 
community agencies, lawyers and libraries across the 
province. It is also available on the PLEIS-NB.
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What’s My Role: A youth guide to child protection
PLEIS-NB worked collaboratively with the New 
Brunswick Child and Youth Advocate/Office of 
the Ombudsman to develop a resource for teens 
in protective care.  The booklet was launched at a 
conference in May 2010 and distributed to youth 
and child protection agencies who work with youth 
in care. It was also shared with schools, lawyers 
and libraries across the province.  Field-tested with 
youth, this plain language resource answers some 
of the common concerns that teens have when they 
become involved in the child protection system.

Other News
Family Violence and the Law: Train-the-Trainer
PLEIS-NB was pleased to offer a two-day training 
session on family violence and the law to the 
outreach workers and transition house staff from 
across the province.  Funded by the Women’s 
Issues Branch, Executive Council Office, the training 
explored the criminal and family law systems 
and some of the special issues that arise when 
individuals are coping with family violence.  A 
variety of exercises helped participants to gain 
insights into such as issues as safety planning for 
women leaving abuse. We paid particular attention 
to addressing challenges that might be faced by 
rural women, immigrant and Aboriginal women, 
women in same-sex relationships and so on.

PLEIS-NB sets up a Twitter Account
To expand our potential audience through social media, PLEIS-NB set up a Twitter account.  Twitter allows us to send updates 
and information about everyday legal questions directly to organizations and individuals interested in learning about the law 
in New Brunswick.  We are able promote awareness of the hundreds of free resources and services available to help the public.  
In keeping with our bilingual service delivery, we created separate English and French Twitter feeds each featuring questions 

From left: Deborah Doherty, executive director, PLEIS-NB, and 
Natalie McBride, executive director, Gignoo Transition House.

From left: Deborah Doherty, executive director, Public Legal 
Education and Information Service of New Brunswick; 
Marie-Claude Blais, minister of justice and consumer affairs 
as well as attorney general; and Barbara Hughes Campbell, 
commission chair.

From left: Stacey Brown, project manager, PLEIS-NB; Deborah 
Doherty, executive director, PLEIS-NB; minister of Social 
Development and Attorney General Kelly Lamrock; and 
Bernard Richard, ombudsman and child and youth advocate.

Participants from the Acadian Peninsula .



about the law.  A link contained in the message brings the reader to the PLEIS-NB publication or resource that can provide 
the answer.  By developing a “schedule” of timely and appropriate updates, we have been quite successful at keeping readers 
current on new publications and resources, legal issues in the news, and PLEIS-NB events – one tweet at a time!  This was a 
timely move, given our role on a national organizing committee.

With the Twitter feeds established, we will now turn our attention to Facebook and other 
social media formats as a way to connect with the public.   You can subscribe to the 
Twitter Feeds by visiting www.twitter.com/PLEIS_NB (English Updates) or 
www.twitter.com/SPEIJ_NB (French Updates).  In light of our foray into social media, 
we were pleased to have been invited to sit on an advisory committee for a national conference 
“Just a Click Away” that was held in Vancouver, February 23-24, 2011.  The conference was 
an excellent opportunity for those who provide and support public legal education and 
information share and learn of ways to improve how the Internet and emerging technologies 
can be used to deliver “PLEI”. 

Videos converted into DVDs
To help foster access to some of our popular videos that were originally created in VHS formats, we converted them to 
DVD.  Schools, community groups or individuals may purchase copies of these DVDs and accompanying user guides and 
resource materials for $20 each.  The following videos can also be viewed or downloaded from our website: 

•	 A Chance for Change  - A video that looks at  
 the options for holding youth accountable outside  
 the courtroom.
•	 Chasing Away Rain Clouds -  An Open,  
 Candid Discussion Among Youth About Youth  
 Justice Issues
•	 Changing the Ending -  A video dealing  
 with the fears and concerns of abused women  
 who encounter the criminal justice system after  
 being assaulted by their partners
•	 For the Sake of the Children – A series of
 family law videos that accompany a free
 information program for parents living
 separately (includes Divorce and Separation: Legal  
 Considerations)

Safe For Pets Too: in transition with you
PLEIS-NB first focused attention on the connection between family violence and the abuse of pets in its Safer Families…
Safer Communities initiative. This public awareness campaign included a fact sheet called “You Can Know the Link 
Between the Abuse of People and the Abuse of Animals”.  PLEIS-NB continued to sit on a provincial committee that 

was comprised of key stakeholders such as the NBSPCA, the NB Medical Veterinarian 
Association, transition houses, outreach workers, police/RCMP, Department of Agriculture, 
Aquaculture and Fisheries and others, which explore options for sheltering the pets/farm 
animals of women fleeing abuse.  In February 2011, the committee was pleased to launch 
a new, province-wide service called Safe For Pets Too. It can be accessed through a local 
transition house or outreach office. Training sessions were provided to the front line service 
providers - outreach workers and transition house staff.

Committees
The executive director of PLEIS-NB sits on numerous provincial and national committees that relate to topical issues such as 
family violence, or specific PLEI-related concerns.  The following is a profile of the work of a few committees of particular note:  

Stakeholders Working Group:  This committee was established and the project directed by the Policy Implementation 
Directorate, in collaboration with the Research and Statistics Division of Justice Canada. The role of the committee was 
to oversee the consultation that defined research priorities in relation to the need to assess the degree to which recent 
evaluation research addresses outcomes and benefits of PLEI.  This project resulted in a review and analysis of recent Canadian 
PLEI evaluation research and a telephone survey of a small group of PLEI providers, policy staff, and researchers by Focus 
Consultants. The findings are shared in a report entitled Building a Case for Public Legal Education and Information: Lessons 
Learned Report (April 13, 2011).

Just a Click Away Advisory Committee:  As a committee member, PLEIS-NB helped organize a national conference held 
in Vancouver in February 2011 to promote a national collaboration to share technical knowledge and tools online that help to 
build our capacity to deliver PLEI.  This initiative was led by Courthouse Libraries BC.  The committee continued its support for 
this initiative by supporting a proposed second phase involving partnerships with PLEI organizations from Quebec (Éducaloi), 
Ontario (CLEO) and British Columbia (PovNet), and other PLEI across Canada. The goal is to enhance sharing at the practitioner 
and community level to build increased capacity in the PLEI community for cooperation and collaboration on technology-
related initiatives.

Public Legal Education Association of Canada (PLEAC):  The annual PLEAC conference was hosted in Montreal by 
Éducaloi in October 2010.  The conference piggybacked on a 2-day provincial conference that attracted over 200 participants 
from the legal community and elsewhere, who came to hear experts and to debate the benefits of plain language in the 
delivery of legal services and law information.  Everyone enjoyed participating in the fabulous celebration of Éducaloi’s 10th 
Anniversary.  

Silent Witness Committee: As a member of this committee, the executive director administers the website and has 
conducted the research and analysis of domestic homicide cases in New Brunswick and reported on the findings.  Supported 
by the Advisory Council on the Status of Women, seven presentations entitled “Loving Her to Death” were offered around 
the province along with the Safer Families…Safer Communities campaign materials.  On request, several other domestic 
homicide presentations were shared at conferences such as the 2nd National Domestic Homicide Prevention in Canada held in 
Calgary in June 2010. 
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A province wide service that provides temporary boarding and

care for animals belonging to individuals seeking refuge from

domestic violence.

A message from the “Safe For Pets Too” organizing committee
For general information about this service, contact admin.nbspca@bellaliant.com

Safe for Pets too.In Transition with You.

Are you experiencing abuse in your
relationship?

Do you worry about the welfare of your pets
or farm animals if you leave?

To get help, call the nearest transition house,

domestic violence outreach office, or police.Ask about how to get your pets to safety
when you are leaving abuse.

in transition with you

Safe For Pets Too…



Financial Overview 2010-2011
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