
What fees must an estate pay to obtain 
the letters probate?

The fees payable to Probate Court for the letters 
probate are set out in the Probate Court Act and 
its Regulations.  The fees are based on the value 
of the estate. Generally, the fee schedule is as 
follows:

Value of The 
Estate Being 
Administered

Fee for Grant of 
Letters Probate

$5,000 or less $ 25.00

> $5,000 to $10,000 $ 50.00

> $10,000 to $15,000 $ 75.00

> $15,000 to $20,000 $100.00

 > $20,000 $5.00 per $1,000 
of the estate being 

administered

If a lawyer prepares and submits the application 
for letters probate, the estate will have to pay 
the lawyer’s fee as well. This fee is separate from 
the probate fee. The tariff of fees lawyers are 
entitled to charge for specific services for settling 
an estate is also set out in the legislation.

What happens if a person dies without 
leaving a will?

When someone dies without a valid will, they 
are said to have died “intestate”.  In such cases, 
the Probate Court must appoint someone to act 
as administrator of the estate (rather than the 
executor). The Court makes this appointment when 
someone qualified to act in this capacity makes an 
application to the Court. Usually this would be a 
member of the family, or if there is none, a close 
friend of the deceased. The administrator may then 
apply for the letters of administration in the same 
way as for letters probate. The fees payable are the 
same as the fee schedule for the letters probate.




